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ORDINANCE NO. 37-20 

AN ORDINANCE of the City of Richland amending 
Richland Municipal Code Section 18.16.080 related to 
restrictions in the use of treated potable water for landscape 
irrigation. 

WHEREAS, the City has need, from time to time, to update the Richland Municipal 
Code (RMC) to eliminate ambiguity and align with current practices; and 

WHEREAS, the City’s Water Utility is the provider of treated potable water to 
properties within Richland city limits and to some properties outside the city limits, but 
within the City’s urban growth boundary; and 

WHEREAS, the City’s best interests are served by applying water resources and 
treatment technology in the most cost-effective manner; and 

WHEREAS, where untreated non-potable water supplies are available for 
landscape irrigation, it is most cost-effective to fully leverage these resources rather than 
apply potable water treatment resources to landscape irrigation use; and 

WHEREAS, RMC 18.16.080, codified in 1979, restricts the use of treated potable 
water for landscape irrigation purposes for large portions of the City south of the Yakima 
River; and 

WHEREAS, the limitations codified in RMC 18.16.080 allowed the City to construct 
and operate potable water distribution facilities for portions of the City south of the Yakima 
River at lower cost and capacity than would be needed to supply all landscape irrigation 
water with potable water resources; and 

WHEREAS, the City also developed untreated landscape irrigation supply systems 
at Columbia Point, Horn Rapids, and at a small area near Hanford Street; and 

WHEREAS, both the text and the map found in RMC 18.16.080 are outdated; and 

WHEREAS, amendment is necessary to ensure clear and accurate regulations 
that identify the most cost-effective water resources needed to support orderly 
development as identified in the City of Richland’s Comprehensive Land Use Plan. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City of Richland as follows: 

Section 1. Richland Municipal Code Section 18.16.080, entitled Use for irrigation 
purposes restricted, as first enacted by Ordinance No. 96-79, and last amended by 
Ordinance No. 06-10, is hereby amended to read as follows: 
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Exhibit A - Potable Water Use Restrictions

Urban Growth Area
Lands with Restricted Potable Water Use
for Residential Landscape Irrigation

0 0.75 1.5 2.25 30.375
Miles




