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RESOLUTION NO. 2024-82 

 

 A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF RICHLAND, WASHINGTON, 

AUTHORIZING AN INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH THE 

WASHINGTON STATE OFFICE OF PUBLIC DEFENSE FOR 

PARTICIPATION IN THE SIMPLE POSSESSION ADVOCACY AND 

REPRESENTATION PROGRAM. 

 

WHEREAS, , in State v. Blake, 197 W.2d 170 (2021), the Washington State Supreme Court 

found former RCW 69.50.4013 unconstitutional because the statute imposed strict liability and did 

not require proof that the offender knowingly possessed a controlled substance; and 

 

WHEREAS, after the decision in Blake, the Washington State Legislature passed temporary 

drug-related legislation during the 2021 session which reduced the penalty from felony to 

misdemeanor for a person to knowingly possess a controlled substance; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the 2021 legislation sunsets on July 1, 2023; and 

 

WHEREAS, on May 16, 2023, the Washington State Legislature passed permanent drug-

related legislation through SB 5536 that criminalizes knowing possession and knowing use in 

public of counterfeit or controlled substances (i.e., drugs such as fentanyl and other opioids, 

methamphetamine, heroin, and cocaine) and prohibits the knowing possession of non-prescribed 

legend drugs, as well as their knowing use in a public place; and 

 

WHEREAS, the offenses described herein are misdemeanor offenses under state law 

prosecuted in district court; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Washington State Office of Public Defense offers a Simple Possession 

Advocacy and Representation (SPAR) Program designed to help counties and cities provide public 

defense services for individuals charged under the offenses created in SB 5536; and  

 

WHEREAS, Richland is eligible to receive support from the Washington State Office of 

Public Defense SPAR Program, and no matching funds are required.  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Richland that the 

City Manager is authorized to sign and execute an interlocal agreement with the Washington State 

Office of Public Defense to receive support through the SPAR Program as provided therein. Such 

support may include contracting with a public defender on behalf of the City of Richland to provide 

defense counsel in qualifying cases, and/or reimbursement from the Washington State Office of 

Public Defense for costs related to procuring defense counsel for qualifying cases.    

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect immediately. 
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 ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Richland, Washington, at a regular meeting on 

the 18th day of June, 2024.  

 

       __________________________ 

       Theresa Richardson, Mayor 

 

 

Attest:       Approved as to Form: 

 

__________________________   __________________________ 

Jennifer Rogers, City Clerk    Heather Kintzley, City Attorney 
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